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ABSTRACT

A city is a synthetic body whose identity is forged by the historical structure, lifestyles and culture
of societies it hosts and the geographical conditions of the environment in which it is located. In
other words, it is a living organism that creates its own rules under the influence of universal,
regional and local processes and based on competition. Anatolia, which has housed many
permanent settlements by different communities, displays a landscape where many settlements
with different functions were established thanks to the advantages provided by its natural and
human structure. As a result of political, social, economic and cultural phenomena, the
settlements established here occupied a central position at times, and continued their existence
as small cities, towns or even villages. Among the settlements in Anatolia, the city of Sivas, an
important location especially in terms of political, military and commercial aspects, has had a
deep impact on its surrounding region. The texture and physical structure of the city, which has
been shaped under the sovereignty of different states such as Hittites, Persians, Macedonians,
Romans, Seljuks and Ottomans since the ancient times, has constantly changed as a result of
political events, wars and population movements over time. Consequently, different opinions are
put forward even about the establishment of the city of Sivas, the etymology of its name, when
and where the city was founded. According to the most widely accepted theory, the physical
structure of the city of Sivas started in 17 A.D. around the 30-meter-high hill in the city center,
which was called Sebasteia during the Roman period and is now known as Toprak Tepe. Shortly
after the victory of Manzikert in 1071, Sivas, which was taken over by the Danishmandids subject
to the Great Seljuks, flourished rapidly in this period, similar to Islamic cities in terms of physical
structure. This Turkish-Islamic synthesized change continued during the periods of the Seljuks of
Turkey, the llkhanids, the Eratnaids and Kadi Burhanettin chiefdoms and the Ottoman Empire.
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INTRODUCTION

The city of Sivas, located in the Upper Kizilirmak Section of the Central Anatolia Region, has been thriving from
past to present with an altitude of 1285 meters above sea level and a population of around 350 thousand
people. Climatic conditions, natural landscape and vegetation, and soil structure have played a significant role

in shaping the physical structure and economy of the city.

Both natural and human factors, its geographical location and living conditions attracted settlers here, thus
facilitating the physical structuring of the city. Under the influence of natural factors, the city was established
not in a place vulnerable to the flooding of Kizilirmak, but by building an inner fortress on a higher ground

called Toprak Tepe, which is located on a higher level to protect against floods.

There are different opinions about the origin of the name Sivas used today. The most widely accepted one
among these is the rumor that following the death of Pontus King Polemonos in 17 A.D., the queen Pitodoris,
his heir and wife changed the name of the city into Sebaste or Sebasteia, meaning gratitude and loyalty in
ancient Greek, in order to hail Roman King Augustus. This name evolved into Sivas over time. The city of Sivas
is one of the most important cities of Anatolia today and known as Sebasteia at the time of its foundation,

becoming one of the most prominent cities throughout history (Hakki & Nafiz, 2005, p. 3).

History of Sivas

In this article, the factors that were effective in the physical structuring of the city from its foundation until the
Republican Era were investigated. In this research, it was revealed that many different civilizations contributed

to the physical structuring of the city from the past to the Republican Era.

The recorded history of Sivas dates back to early 2000 BC with the Hittite inscriptions in the mounds in Tatlica
and Uzuntepe villages near Sivas city center and in the settlements in Sugul valley in Giriin district of Sivas. The
information available about the history of Sivas before the Roman rule is limited and scarce, and in the light of
this information, it is known that Sivas and its surroundings were ruled by the Hittites, Assyrians, Persians,

Pontus and Cappadocian kings in BCE, and finally the Romans in 17 AD (Hakki and Nafiz, 2005, p. 7).

The city, which became an important crossroad during the Roman rule, was built from scratch and flourished as
a military and commercial center. Sivas expanded from a small citadel built on the Toprak Tepe called
Sebasteia, where it was founded in this period, by spreading on and around the skirts of this hill in a short time.
Sivas, which was made a provincial center during the Roman period, and remained under the Romans between
17 A.D. and 395 A.D. After the Roman Empire was split into two states in 395 A.D., it was included in the
Byzantine Empire along with all the other Anatolian cities. Sivas maintained its former importance during the
Byzantine Empire; Emperor Justinian | (527-565) fortified the city with new walls and made it a provincial

center again (Geyikoglu, 2017, p. 244).
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Shortly after the victory of Manzikert in 1071, Sivas was conquered by the Danismentids (1075-1152), who
were subordinate to the Great Seljuk State. In the following period, the city of Sivas was captured by the
Seljuks of Turkey (1152-1243), the Eratnaids and Kadiburhanettin after the collapse of the Ilkhanid Empire, and
was declared the capital during both chiefdoms. Sivas was ruled by the Eratna Chiefdom (1322-1388) and
Kadiburhanettin Chiefdom (1388-1398), then by the Ottoman Empire (1398-1400) and for a short time by
Timur (1400-1408) and then again by the Ottomans (1408).

Physical Structure of the city of Sivas

Since the physical structure of the city of Sivas covers a long period of time, the article is divided into
subheadings in order to clarify the information. In line with this direction, the findings of the study are
explained under two separate headings as the physical structuring of the city before the Turkic Islamic states

and during the period of Turkic Islamic states.

The physical structuring of the city before the Turkic Islamic states

There is little information about the period of Sivas before the Roman rule. The city and its surroundings were
ruled by Assyrians, Persians, Pontus and Cappadocian kings for short periods BCE. Like other city-states in
Anatolia, Sivas was eventually annexed to the Roman Empire and rebuilt during this period (Geyikoglu, 2017, p.

244).

Urbanization in Sivas during the Roman Empire

Given the literature, it is seen that the city, which was founded in 17 AD with a citadel built on a 30-meter-high
area called Sebasteia, now called Toprak Tepe, was transformed from a small citadel into a big city in a short
time during the Roman period. The most influential factors in this phenomenon involve that the trade route
called the King's Road, which has been used since the Antiquity, passed through Sivas, thus attracting
population from different regions and the continuous mobility of this population in the historical process
contributing to the physical growth of the city and the boost in its demographic and cultural accumulation.
These factors made the city a strategic location. Therefore, these roads were further developed during the
Roman period and used for political and military purposes apart from trade. Consequently these roads
rendered the city a gateway to Anatolia as from the Roman period, gradually evolving into a political, military,

economic and strategic base.

It is argued that the city of Sivas in this period was built on a rising plateau away from the floods of Kizilirmak
and surrounded by a large city wall around two inner fortresses, and that the city was founded in a place close
to its present location. Again, it is stated that, Sivas was a strategic city in military, religious, and socio-
economic terms, with the contribution of its geography under both Roman and Byzantine rule, and that the city
was made favorable for expanding from the east to the west. This situation not only explains the reason for

the foundation of the city but also reveals its rapid development in a very short time (Akbulut, 2009, p. 214).
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Despite the political, military and commercial development of Sivas, which was so important during the Roman
period, there are very few relics of that period due to the fact that it was constantly subjected to invasions and

settled by different communities.

Urbanization in Sivas during the Byzantine Empire

During the Byzantine rule, Sivas maintained its political, military, and commercial importance. The roads that
added strategic value to the city continued to be used during this period. Although Emperor Justinos fortified
the city with new walls in 520 A.D., Sivas was invaded and destroyed many times after this period. The event
that led to the invasion and destruction of the city was the long-lasting Sassanid raids against Anatolia starting
in the 7th century. The city was located in the border region during these periods, and as a result of these raids,
it was exchanged between the Byzantines and the Sassanids (226—-652) from time to time. These changes
caused the entire Anatolian geography, including Sivas, to be completely trampled. These raids on Byzantine
Empire in Anatolia continued for a long time and uninterruptedly during the Umayyad and Abbasid states after
the Sassanids. This geography was constantly pillaged, burned, and destroyed. The city of Sivas, like other
Anatolian cities, suffered its share of this pillage and destruction. Since the security of people's lives and
property was in danger, the rural population of the city was completely depleted, and social and economic life
began to be carried out in fortress cities, which were in a more reliable position. During this period, trading
activities, animal husbandry, and agriculture were completely depleted in Sivas, while the rural population
showed a tendency to decrease. These negative series of events caused the city of Sivas to be moved away
from its role as a capital city and be converted into a garrison due to its location on military roads. Depending
on these developments, Sivas housed 3—4 thousand inhabitants, confined only to the inner citadel in terms of
physical structure. As a result of these events, which lasted for about 300 years, the population in Sivas was
wholely lost in the countryside, except for the citadel, and this geography was turned into an unmanned
region. In order to fill the population gap in this geography, the Byzantine Empire settled Christianized Turks
including Pechenegs, Cumans, and Bulgarians, especially Armenians, in Sivas and its surroundings (Yildirim,

2005, p. 23).

Physical Structuring of Sivas City in the Period of Turkic Islamic States

Sivas is located at the skirts of Merakiim Mountain, 2 kilometers from the right bank of Kizilirmak and 1285
meters above sea level. The area between the two rivers flowing from Merakiim Plateau, Mismil Irmak in the

east and Mundar Irmak in the west constitutes the main foundation area of the city (Akbulut, 2009, p. 217).

Urbanization in Sivas during the Danismetids Period

Shortly after the 1071 Manzikert battle between Byzantine Empire and the Great Seljuks, the Turks conquered
Sivas in 1075 and founded the Danishmand State, which was subject to the Great Seljuks. During this period,

the Turks, assuming a new identity, blended their traditional urban cultures they had had since Central Asia
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together with the local traditions in Anatolia, as in Iran. Accordingly, Sivas, which was fully devastated, rapidly
changed in terms of accommodation, education, trade and religious structure and physical appearance similar
to other Islamic cities. The most prominent example of this change is the Great Mosque built in the center of

the city and other structures around it.

Urbanization in Sivas during the Turkish Seljuk Period

After the Danishmands, Sivas was annexed to the Seljukian lands of Turkey by Kiligarslan Il in 1175 and was
largely reconstructed during this period. The inner citadel in the city center, which is known to have existed
since the Roman period, was repaired again during this period. Today's Kaleardi neighborhood, which was built
around this citadel, and the outer walls extending from Kayserikapi to Kiimbet, Alibaba and Kepgeli
neighborhoods, which were largely destroyed, were rebuilt during the Seljuk period. New squares and
neighborhoods were created in the city. In time, bazaars and market areas were established outside the inner
citadel around the Great Mosque. Thus, the city of Sivas, which consisted of an inner fortress as a garrison

under Byzantine rule, became an open city by overflowing its walls with the Seljuks (Akbulut, 2009, p. 214).

During the Seljuk period, new settlement areas were created, and the city expanded from Cayiragz
neighborhood to today's Kepgeli location, including the region where Mismil Irmak and Murdar Irmak merged
towards the east. The connection of the city, which expanded and became an open city, with the regions
outside the second city wall was provided by the Selpur gates in the direction of Kayseri in the south, Tokmak in
the east and Yildiz in the north, and the borders of the city at that time were eventually drawn (Akbulut, 2009,
p. 214).

In order for the city to resist the impending Mongol invasion, the city walls were fortified in 1221 during the
reign of Alaeddin Keykubat | and the second wall was surrounded by moats. The city was transformed into a
circular form and a pasha palace, a madrasah, a mosque,an inn, a bath and 300 houses with earthen roofs were

built inside this circular settlement (Aslanoglu, 1964, p. 28; Demir, 1996, pp. 46- 47).

During the Seljuk period, various problems broke out due to the development and growth of the city. For
example, the neighborhoods took on an organic irregularity, the streets became narrow and curved, often
forming into dead ends. This image, which emerged for security reasons, was also a reflection of a city identity

that lived the Turkish-Islamic synthesis (Demir, 2005, p. 115).

In the city, which is open to the winds blowing from the north, dust and mud on the roads as a result of rainfall

in the spring and floods in Kiziirmak are known as other important problems (Yicel, 2007, p. 16).

Urbanization in Sivas during the Ottoman Empire

The city was annexed to the Ottoman Empire in 1398 during the reign of Yildirrm Beyazit as a result of the

efforts to ensure political unity in Anatolia. Although Sivas maintained its military importance during this
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period, the political and commercial center of attraction shifted to Western Anatolia on account of the

Ottomans' political orientation to the west, and the city began to decline in this period (inalcik, 2003, p.129).

In addition to the old neighborhoods such as Bezicitarla, Haci Zahid, Kaleardi, Palas, Pulurtepe and Ulucami
created during the Seljuk period, new neighborhoods such as Agcabélge, Baldirpazari, Ortiilipinar, Oglangavus,

Garsu, Meydan and Agadegirmeni were created during the Ottoman period (Akbulut, 2009, p. 215).

In the period from the late 16th century to the mid-19th century, the number of neighborhoods in the city
increased, but the population did not increase in parallel with that. In Sivas in 1827, there were 3833
households and 59 neighborhoods in which non-Muslim and Muslim populations lived together (Demirel, 2000,

p. 46).

In the last period of the Ottoman Empire, the governors of the period who were educated in Europe
contributed significantly to the physical structuring and planning of Sivas. ismail Hakki Pasha (1880-1882) and
Halil Rifat Pasha (1882-1885) became two important characters in the development of the city. ismail Hakki
Pasha addressed the city's infrastructure problems and prioritized the repairing of roads and sidewalks in the
city. In order to prevent the loss of property and life as a result of floods in Sivas, he had embankments built

on the banks of the rivers passing through the city (Kuzucu, 2007, p. 340).

During the period of Halil Rifat Pasha, who served as the governor of Sivas between 1882-1885, public works
were prioritized and new buildings such as the government building, schools and barracks were built in the city.
In addition, a large mansion, a prison and three hospitals were built right behind the government building. In
addition to these, he had a public garden established adjacent to the flour factory he built in Kemer district.
Halil Rifat Pasha, who attached importance to road construction, built hundreds of kilometers of roads and
bridges and completed the road routes that connected Sivas with nearby and distant regions. On these routes,
two bridges with fifteen arches each were built on Baghdad and Kayseri roads, connecting both sides of
Kizilirmak, and the third and ten-arched bridge from the Roman period on Tokat was repaired. As a result of
these works, Sivas found an important development opportunity in these periods due to its urban identity and

the advantages offered by its geographical location (Akbulut, 2009, p. 216).

As a result of the administrative regulations made in 1922, Amasya, Tokat, Sebinkarahisar sanjaks were
separated from Sivas with the abolition of sanjaks and Sivas became an independent province with 10 districts,
32 sub-districts, 26 towns, 14 smaller towns, 1281 villages and 768 hamlets with 28480 km? surface area

(Mutlu, N. Y. 2011.p.24).

Defensive Structures of Sivas

The greatest works of Sivas that have not survived to the present day in terms of physical structuring are the

city walls and citadels. According to the information obtained from Matrak¢i Nasuh's miniature, Evliya Celebi's
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descriptions, Gabriel's plan and archival documents, there was a large wall made of chipped stones in a circle

around the city. Different sources indicate that this wall had five or six gates (Demirel, 2009, p. 278).

The city of Sivas was an important place with defensive structures built in the immediate vicinity, one of which
was an inner citadel and the other an outer one surrounding the city, centered on Toprak Tepe built during the
Roman period. Sivas was annexed to the Seljuk lands by Kiligarslan Il in 1175 and was largely reconstructed. The
outer walls were built during the Turkic Islamic States period, and the outer wall was built during the Seljuk
period in the area extending from the inner citadel surrounding Toprak Tepe to the area extending from
today's Kaleardi neighborhood, Kayseri gate, Klimbet, Alibaba and Kepceli neighborhoods due to the overflow

of the city outside these walls.

During this period, the destroyed walls of the city from the Roman period were repaired and the second wall
was surrounded by a moat in 1221 by Alaeddin Keykubat | due to the impending Mongolian invasion (Keskin,

2005, p. 21).

These walls, which were surrounded by ditches, were approximately circular in shape, and the gates, whose
names were encountered throughout the Ottoman period and provided connections with the surrounding
regions, which were Kayseri gate in the west of the city, Palos and Tokmak gate in the east, and Silpir and

Cancun Gate in the north (Geyikoglu, 2017, p. 262.).

According to Evliya Celebi, one of the two fortresses was located on Toprak Tepe (Upper Citadel) and the other
was located in the north where Cifte Minareli Madrasah is located (Lower Citadel). The inner citadel to the
north of the Upper Castle contained the palace and settlements. The lower inner citadel included Darussifa

(Hospital), Cifte Minareli Madrasa and Mahmud Pasa Mosque (Demirel, 2009, p. 280).

With the advent of firearms, the citadels lost their old function and were left to neglect in the view of
urbanization as an extension of Westernization after Tanzimat Period. One of the citadels left in unrepaired is
Sivas Citadel. As a result of this negligence, the citadel was tried to be demolished on the grounds that it broke
the silhoutte of the city. When Sivas Citadel was demolished, the stones found here were looted, and the

dismantled stones were used in the construction of houses, especially stately institutions in the city center.

Settlement Activities in Sivas

Since Sivas was seen as a strategic region during the period of Turkic Islamic states, the states that gained
sovereignty here prioritized reconstruction and settlement activities in order to ensure permanent dominance
in the city, by supporting the city militarily and rebuilt it from scratch. Sivas, which was made one of the
important cities of the region especially during the Seljuk and llkhanid periods, overflowed outside the
settlement walls due to population growth, so that the city spread from the foothills of Toprak Tepe to the
tributaries of Kizilirmak. In the Seljuk period, settlement in Sivas expanded mostly in the area between the

Roman Citadel on the old Toprak Tepe and Kizilirmak, and this situation lasted until the thirteenth century. The
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development in the socio-economic structure of Sivas which was located on trade routes in the thirteenth
century positively affected the population and the migrations to Anatolia in this period also contributed to this.
The most concrete indicator of these population increases is that the population of Sivas, which ranged
between 20-25 thousand in the twelfth century, reached 40 thousand in the thirteenth century with the

migrations from outside (Demirel, 2009, p. 281).

While the city center was located between Toprak Tepe and Mundar Irmak during the Ottoman rule, the
settlement developed mostly between Toprak Tepe and Mismil Irmak. Especially in the neighborhoods located
in these areas, a rapid growth took place from the middle of the fifteenth century until the late sixteenth

century.

In a sense, the sixteenth century was a period when the city was shaped under Ottoman rule and regained its
former vitality, albeit partially. In the seventeenth century, Simeon and Evliya Celebi wrote two important
sources for the city, and although Evliya Celebi gave the number of 6060 households for forty neighborhoods in
1648, it is understood that this was an exaggerated figure. By the end of the eighteenth century, it is known
that there were 10 thousand households in the city, two thousand of which belonged to Armenian and Greek

residents (Celebi, 1314).

As an important source about the city of Sivas in the last quarter of the eighteenth century and throughout the
nineteenth century, shari'a registers are also extremely valuable sources for obtaining information about the
structure of the neighborhoods and the local population. Fifty-five neighborhoods were recorded in the
registers as of 1787. In 1827 and 1831, the city had fifty-nine neighborhoods and 3600-3800 households with a
population of around 20 thousand people. Moreover, Sivas is known to have received around 11 thousand
immigrants from the Caucasus and 6 thousand people from the Balkans after the Crimean War of 1854-1856
and the Ottoman-Russian War of 1877-1878. During this period, the Ottoman Empire carried out the forced
migrations from the Caucasus and the Balkans to Anatolia within a certain plan and as a state policy. In this
context, the city of Sivas was prioritized, and immigrant caravans from the Caucasus and the Balkans were
settled in the city center and rural areas, leading to a significant increase in the population (Demirel, 2009, p.
282). As a matter of fact, according to the 1903 Provincial Salnames, the population was recorded as 101,148

people (Ozey, 2003, p. 137).

Reconstruction Activities in Sivas City

Sivas city is located at the skirts of Merakiim Mountain, 2 kilometers from the right bank of Kiziirmak and 1285
meters above sea level. The area between the two streams flowing from the Merakiim Plateau and the
mountain, the Mismil Irmak in the east and the Tavra Stream in the west constituted the main foundation area
of the city, and this region, which formed the reconstruction and settlement area, shifted the center of the city

to the east.
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Sivas is a pretty rich city in terms of works that performed different functions in terms of physical structuring,
and many buildings belonging to the Ottomans and previous civilizations reflect the historical texture of the city
today. Regarding these works, around 340 registered foundation names belonging to the city center
established during the Seljuk and Ottoman periods have been identified. The largest foundations established
for mosques, masjids, madrasas, madrasahs, zawiyahs, schools, inns, baths, fountains, etc. were established
during the Seljuk and llkhanid periods. In the sources related to the city of Sivas, there are nearly 130 names of
mosques and masjids, some of which belong to the Seljuk period and most of which were built during the

Ottoman period (Demirel, 2009, p. 281).

Although Sivas was conquered by Mongols after Kdsedag Battle in 1243, it is understood that it had a strong
economic and cultural accumulation even in this period. The reconstruction activities in the city in the third
quarter of the thirteenth century are the most important indicators of how rich and vibrant social life was
during this period. The most important elements of these indicators were the madrasahs. The most popular
works of of this period such as Buruciye, Cifte Minaret and Gk Madrasa were built in Sivas in 1271 and the city

became one of the most important scientific centres of Anatolia (Demirel, 2009, p. 281).

Mosques are the most decisive element in shaping the physical appearance of Turkish Islamic cities. In addition
to their religious functions, the mosques played a decisive role in shaping the social and economic life of the
people. Therefore, the city center of Sivas was formed by the Great Mosque and its immediate surroundings, as
in all Anatolian cities. Since Sivas Great Mosque was considered as the center of the city and the place where
the heart of the city beat due to this multifaceted function, madrasahs, inns, baths, caravanserais, hospitals
were built next to and near the mosque, while bazaars and markets were established and the physical structure

of the city was shaped according to the Great Mosque.

As in other Anatolian cities, the neighborhoods, which were the settlement areas in Sivas, were established in
areas away from the bazaar and market in the center of the city because they were considered private.
Depending on the increase in the population of the city, the neighborhoods were formed as unplanned
structures in the form of continuation of each other, where people of all nationalities and social classes lived. In
the center of each neighborhood, masjids were positioned to fulfill the role of the mosques established in the
city centers. Based on the masjids in the neighborhoods, other structures around them were built on narrow

streets extending towards the masjids.

Evliya Celebi described the bazaar, mosques, inns, madrasahs, madrasahs, baths and markets of Sivas and
revealed the socioeconomic structure of that period by informing that there were 4600 houses within the city
walls and the number of neighborhoods approached 40 in the seventeenth century. He also mentioned 6060
houses inside and outside the city walls in Sivas and reported that the houses inside the city walls had no

gardens and there were many inns (Akbulut, 2009, p. 216).
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Since water was seen as a priority issue in urbanization in Turkic Islamic states, the places with abundant water
resources were selected when the cities were established and the center of the city was shaped accordingly. In
this respect, Sivas city was founded on the right bank of Kizilirmak, where there are rich water resources. The
two streams coming from the Merakiim Plateau and mountain, the Mismil River in the east and the Tavra
Stream in the west played a decisive role in the structuring of the city, and the area between these streams was
preferred as the city's foundation area. Another element that complements the physical appearance of Sivas is
approximately 100 fountains mentioned in the sources. The most famous ones are Kepenek, Bayram Pasha and
Mihrivefa, still existing in various parts of the city. There are also baths built in the city during the Ottoman
period that continue their activities. The most important of these are Meydan Bath, Kursunlu Bath and Eski

Pasa Bath (Hasan Pasa Bath), which date back to the sixteenth century (Demirel, 2009, p. 280).

The Impact of Bazaars and Markets Established in Sivas on Urbanization

Sivas has become a commercial center since the thirteenth century frequently visited by the merchants who
sent caravans to all four corners of the world from different nations due to its location at an important

crossroads (Akbulut, 2009, p.214).

Bazaars and markets are similar structures and concentrated in the Sivas city center on two major streets and
in the shops located on the right and left sides. In these shops, there were artisan businesses that performed
different functions from each other, and today these two streets are located in a position that constitutes the
central bazaars of Sivas. The first of these streets is Uzuncarsi, which starts from the gate east of the Pasha
Citadel and ends at Palas Gate. The second is the street that starts from the south of the Great Mosque, which
is still known today as the neighborhood bazaar, and intersects the Uzuncarsi vertically from the west of the
Bedesten and Subasi Inn towards the north. Large areas in the neighborhoods were generally preferred as
marketplaces, These marketplaces were established in different neighborhoods on certain days of the week.

This tradition, which is kept alive in the name of neighborhood culture, continues today (Akbulut, 2009, p.215).

In Sivas, these bazaars and markets were located in the center of the city where the tradesmen engaged in
carpentry, weaving, goldsmithing, and furrier, which were indispensable elements of economic life, served local
people. Other trades and craftsmen such as grocers, butchers, spice sellers, blacksmiths, spinners, and tailors

were located in their own bazaars (Akbulut, 2009, p. 216).

Known bazaars include Wheat Bazaar, Sheep Bazaar, Grocers’ Bazaar, Butchers’ Bazaar, Spice Sellers’ Bazaar,
Sevakin Bazaar, Cirpicilar Bazaar, Cooks’ Bazaar, Locksmiths’ Bazaar and Knife-Producers’ Bazaar (Akbulut,

2009, p.216).

The Impact of Trade Life on Urbanization in Sivas

The positioning of the cities on trade routes is important for the physical structuring, development and spatial

existence of them. Sivas had the opportunity to develop physically as it was located in a central place on the
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Silk Road between Asia and Europe and on the trade routes between Mesopotamia and the Black Sea. During
the rule of the Seljuk and llkhanid states, the city was a center where commercial routes intersected Samsun,
Sinop and Crimea to the north, Tabriz to the east and Istanbul and Izmir to the west. It was also in contact with
Diyarbakir and Baghdad to the south, and Mediterranean port cities such as Antalya and Alanya from Kayseri to
the south. This connection and commercial activities were completed by building roads and bridges in order to
meet some needs. Sivas also provided uninterrupted connection to the regions in the east with the Egri Bridge,
to the regions in the west with Yildiz Bridge, and to the regions in the south with Kesik Bridge. These structures
continued with the establishment of consulates in Sivas by foreign settlers such as the Genoese (1300). lbn
Batuta, who visited Sivas in this century, described Sivas as one of the largest cities in Anatolia under Illkhanid
rule. Ibn Batuta's important information about the city and the power of the ahis, the patron of the city's
economic activities, is confirmed by archival sources. Moreover, Sivas was one of the few Anatolian cities in the
Ottoman period to have five Ahi zawiyas. The increasing commercial activity also affected the population, and

the city attracted the settlement of different ethnic groups (Demirel, 2009, p. 282).

Housing in Sivas City

In the Turkic Islamic states, houses were the most important elements of the urban life. Each house was built
on the parcel where it was found, taking into account topography, aesthetics, landscape, view angle and
neighboring rights. Since each house built afterwards was oriented on the basis of this arrangement, the

formation of streets and then neighborhoods was ensured (Kesik, 2021, p. 473).

Within the scope of the physical structuring of the city of Sivas during the period of the Turkic Islamic states,
housing was located between the outer city wall and the inner citadel to encompass the city texture. In Sivas,
the out-of-wall structuring was largely realized during the Turkish Islamic state period. The dwellings in the
established neighborhoods are generally adjacent to each other and most of the dwellings are made of black
mudbrick, covered with soil, flat roofed, almost all with gardens. In the region where the city was established,
the location was considered as a priority, and settlements and zoning structures were planned as south-facing

to benefit from sunlight.

Destruction of Sivas City

The first occupation and heavy destruction of Sivas during the period of Turkic Islamic states took place
immediately after the K6sedag Battle between the Seljuks of Turkey and the Mongols. After winning the 1243
Battle of Kosedag, the Mongol army advanced westward in Anatolia and arrived in front of Sivas. It is claimed
that the population of Sivas, a fortified city surrounded by walls and moats, was around 100 thousand people
at that time. After the Battle of K6sedag, since no aid came to Sivas from the Seljuk state and the military force
in the city was not sufficient to defend the city, the rulers here went to the Mongol Commander Baycu Noyan
and asked for forgiveness. In response, Baycu Noyan informed them that the city would be sacked but the

people would not be harmed. Baycu Noyan kept his promise and after sacking the city for three days, the
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Mongol army left the city without harming any of the people. The Mongols destroyed some of the architectural
works and fortifications, which were important elements of the physical structure of Sivas. Although Sivas
survived the invasion with less damage and losses than other Anatolian cities such as Erzurum, Kayseri and

Konya, the city lost its former prosperity.

During the foundation and rise of the Ottoman Empire, the most destructive event that Anatolia faced both
politically, socially and economically was the power struggle between Timur and Bayezid. The negative
repercussions of the political events at the beginning of the fifteenth century affected Sivas as well as other
Anatolian cities. Sivas, which suffered a great deal of social, physical, demographic and economic damage
especially as a result of the Timurid invasion, suffered a loss of population and the mosques, masjids, zawiyas,
inns, baths and similar structures such as castles and fortifications were exposed to great destruction. As a
result of this invasion, even if some of the negative effects realized in terms of economic and social aspects
with the disruption of political unity in Anatolia were compensated in time, the negative traces left especially in

destroyed cities such as Sivas could never be erased (Geyikoglu, 2017, p. 256).

CONCLUSION

Sivas's natural landscape, ethnic background, geographical structure and location have influenced the physical
structuring of the city as determining factors. The city was established on the right bank of Kizihirmak, where
there were important water resources. Two streams flowing from Merakiim Plateau and mountain, Mismil
Irmak in the east and Tavra Stream in the west played a decisive role in the structuring of the city, and the area
between these streams constituted the foundation area of the city. As a social element, the fact that the trade
route passed through Sivas and thus attracted population from different regions and the continuous mobility of
this population in the historical process contributed to the physical growth of the city and the increase in its
demographic and cultural accumulation. As a result of this contribution, the city has attracted the attention of
different states in every period of history and settled by many different nations, which facilitated the physical

structuring of the city.

The texture and physical structure of Sivas, a reliable and ideal living space shaped under the sovereignty of
different states, has constantly changed over time as a result of political events, wars and population

movements.
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BASLANGICTAN CUMHURIYET’E SiVAS'IN FiZiKi YAPILANMASI

6z

Sehir, toplumlarin tarihsel yapisi, yasam tarzlari ve kiltiir dizeyi ile yasadigi ve bulundugu
ortamin cografi kosullarinda sekillenmis bir sentezdir. Baska bir ifade ile sehir, bulundugu
cografyanin eseri olup evrensel, bolgesel ve yerel sireglerin etkisi altinda ve rekabete dayali
olarak kendi kurallarini olusturan ve yasayan bir organizmadir. Birbirinden farkl toplumlarca kalici
yerlesmelere sahne olan Anadolu, dogal ve beseri yapisinin sagladigl avantajlar sayesinde farkh
fonksiyonlara sahip bircok yerlesim yerinin kuruldugu bir cografyadir. Burada kurulan yerlesim
yerleri siyasi, sosyal, ekonomik ve kiltirel gelismeler agisindan bazen merkezi bir konumda yer
alirken, bazen de kiiglk sehirler, kasabalar hatta kdyler seklinde varliklarini devam ettirmislerdir.
Anadolu’da bulunan yerlesim yerleri icerisinde, 6zellikle siyasi, askeri ve ticari agidan 6nemli bir
merkez noktasi konumunda bulunan Sivas sehri, bulundugu cografyayi derinden etkilemistir.
ilkgagdan itibaren Hitit, Pers, Makedonya, Roma, Selguklu ve Osmanl gibi birbirinden farkli
devletlerin egemenliginde sekillenen sehrin dokusu ve fiziki yapisi zaman igerisinde siyasi olaylar,
savaslar ve nifus hareketleri sonucunda sirekli degisim gostermistir. Bunun etkisiyle Sivas
sehrinin kurulmasi, adinin kaynagi, sehrin ne zaman ve hangi konumda kuruldugu konusunda dahi
farkh gorusler ileri strtilmektedir. En genel gecer kabul edilen goriise gore Sivas sehrinin fiziki
yapilanmasi, M.S. 17 yilinda, Romalilar déneminde Sebasteia olarak adlandirilan giinimuizde ise
Toprak Tepe olarak bilinen sehir merkezindeki 30 metre yiiksekligindeki alanda baglamistir.
Malazgirt zaferinden (1071) kisa bir stire sonra Buytik Selguklulara tabi Danismentliler eline gegen
Sivas, bu déneminde fiziki yapilanmada gériinim olarak islAm sehirlerine benzer sekilde hizla
degismistir. Tiirk-islam sentezli bu degisim, Tiirkiye Selguklu, ilhanllar, Eratna ve Kadi Burhanettin
beylikleri ile Osmanli Devleti donemlerinde de devam etmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Sivas, Roma, Selguklu, imar, iskan
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GiRIS

Gliniimiizde i¢ Anadolu Bélgesi’nin, Yukari Kizilirmak Béliimi’nde bulunan Sivas sehri, deniz seviyesinden 1285
metre yUkseklikte ve 350 bin civarinda niifusuyla ge¢misten glinlimize blyulyerek gelismektedir. Sivas sehrinde
iklim, doga ve bitki ortist, toprak yapisi, sehrin fiziki yapisi ve ekonomisinin sekillenmesinde belirgin bir rol

oynamistir.

Sivas’ta hem dogal hem de begeri unsurlarin etkisi cografi vaziyeti ve mevki sartlari, burada yerlesmeyi
cezbetmis, bu durum sehrin fiziki yapilanmasini kolaylastirmistir. Dogal unsurlarin etkisiyle sehir, Kiziirmak’in
taskin sularina acik bir yere degil, su taskinlarindan korunmak icin daha yiiksek bir zemin Gzerinde bulunan

Toprak Tepe olarak isimlendirilen yiikselti (izerine i¢ kale insa edilerek kurulmusgtur.

Bugiin kullanilan Sivas isminin kaynagi hakkinda farkli gérusler bulunmaktadir. Bunlar arasinda kabul géreni ise
Pontus Krali Polemonos’un M.S. 17 yilinda 6liminden sonra onun mirasgisi ve karisi Pitodoris tarafindan Roma
Krali Augustus’un sevgisini kazanmak, ona bagliligini bildirmek i¢in onun adina ithaf olarak antik yunanca siikran
ve sadakat anlamina gelen Sebaste veya Sebasteia isminin zamanla Sivas’a donugstigu seklindeki rivayettir.
Gunimuzde Anadolu’nun en dnemli sehirlerinden biri olan ve kuruldugu tarihlerde Sebasteia adiyla bilinen

zamanla Sivas ismini alan sehir, tarih boyunca énemli merkezlerinden biri olmustur (Hakki ve Nafiz, 2005, s. 3).

Tarihi Siireg igerisinde Sivas Sehri

Bu makalede, Sivas sehrinin kurulmasindan baslayarak Cumhuriyet dénemine kadar gecen siirecte sehrin fiziki
yapilanmasinda etkili olan faktorler arastirilmistir. Bu arastirmada ge¢cmisten Cumhuriyet donemine kadar

birbirinden farkli bircok devletin Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanmasina katki sagladigi gérulmdistar.

Sivas’in yazih tarihi M.0. 2000 yili baslarinda Sivas sehir merkezi yakininda bulunan Tatlica ve Uzuntepe
koylerindeki hoyulkler ile Sivas’in Girtin ilgesindeki Sugul vadisinde bulunan yerlesim yerlerindeki Hititge yazitlar
ile baglar. Sivas’in, Roma imparatorlugu hakimiyetinden énceki tarihi hakkinda elde bulunan bilgiler sinirli olup
mevcut bilgiler 1si§inda, Sivas ve gevresinin milattan dnceki asirlarda Hititlerin, Asurlularin, Perslerin, Pontus ve
Kapadokya krallarinin hakimiyeti altinda kaldiktan sonra M.S. 17 yilinda Roma hakimiyetinin basladig
bilinmektedir (Hakki ve Nafiz, 2005, s. 7).

Roma imparatorlugu déneminde énemli yol merkezleri konumunda bulunan sehir, sifirdan insa edilerek askeri
ve ticari merkez konumuna getirilmistir. Sivas, bu donemde kuruldugu konumda bulunan ve Sebasteia adi
verilen Toprak Tepe'ye yapilan kii¢lik bir kaleden, kisa sire icerisinde bu tepenin eteklerinde ve cevresinde
yayilarak genislemistir. Roma déneminde eyalet merkezi yapilan Sivas, M. S. 17 ile 395 yillari arasi Romalilara
bagh kaldiktan sonra M.S. 395 yilinda Roma imparatorlugu’nun ikiye ayrilmasiyla, biitiin Anadolu sehirleri ile
birlikte Dogu Roma imparatorlugu ydnetimine dahil olmustur. Sivas, Dogu Roma imparatorlugu zamaninda eski
dnemini muhafaza etmis; imparator I. Justinianos (527-565) sehri yeni surlarla tahkim ederek eyalet merkezi

yapmistir (Geyikoglu, 2017, s. 244).
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Malazgirt zaferinden (1071) kisa bir siire sonra ise Sivas, Bliyuk Selcuklu Devletine tabi Danismentliler eline
gecmistir (1075-1152). Sivas sehri bundan sonraki siirecte sirasiyla Tirkiye Selguklular ve (1152-1243), ilhanli
imparatorlugu’nun ¢ékmesiyle Eratnalilar ve Kadiburhanettin’nin eline gecmis; her iki beylik déneminde de
baskent ilan edilmistir. Sivas, Eratna Beyligi (1322-1388) ve Kadiburhanettin Beyligi (1388-1398), sonrasinda
Osmanh devleti (1398-1400) ve kisa bir siire Timur egemenliginde (1400-1408) kaldiktan sonra tekrar (1408)

Osmanlh egemenligine girmistir.

Sivas Sehrinin Fiziki Yapilanmasi

Tarihi sireg icerisinde Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanmasi konusu genis bir zaman dilimini kapsadigindan, bu
konunun daha anlasilir olabilmesi icin makale kendi icerisinde alt bagliklara ayriimistir. Bu dogrultuda calisma,
Tiirk Islam devletleri &ncesi ve Tiirk islam devletleri dénemi Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanmasi seklinde iki ayri

baslkta ele alinmistir.

Tiirk islam Devletleri Oncesi Sivas Sehrinin Fiziki Yapilanmasi

Sivas’in, Roma hakimiyetinden 6nceki dénem hakkinda elimizde ¢ok az bilgi bulunmaktadir. Sivas ve gevresi,
milattan 6nceki asirlarda kisa siireli dénemler halinde Asurlularin, Perslerin, Pontus ve Kapadokya krallarinin
hakimiyeti altinda kalmistir. Anadolu’daki diger sehir devletleri gibi Sivas da zamanla Roma imparatorlugu’na

baglanmis ve bu dénemde yeni bastan insa edilmistir (Geyikoglu, 2017, s. 244).

Roma imparatorlugu Déneminde Sivas'ta Sehirlesme

Yapilan arastirmalara gore M. S. 17 yilinda, Sebasteia adiyla Toprak Tepe olarak adlandirilan 30 metre
yiiksekligindeki alana insa edilen kale ile kuruldugu tespit edilen sehrin, kiiglik bir kaleden kisa stirede buyik bir
sehre déniismesi Romalilar déneminde gergeklesmistir. Bu déniisiimde en belirleyici faktér ilk Cag’dan itibaren
kullanilan ve Kral Yolu olarak isimlendirilen ticaret yolunun Sivas’tan ge¢mesi, bu sayede birbirinden farkh
bolgelerden niifus ¢ekmesi ve bu nifusun tarihi sireg icerisinde stirekli hareketlilik gostermesi sehrin fiziki
anlamda biyimesine, demografik ve kilturel birikiminin artmasina katki saglamistir. Bu unsurlara bagli olarak
sehir stratejik bir 6nem kazanmistir. Bu stratejik dnem dolayisiyla Roma déneminde bu yollar daha da
gelistirilerek ticaret haricinde siyasi ve askeri amacli kullanilan bir yol durumuna getirilmistir. Bu yolarin da
etkisi ile Romalilar déneminden itibaren sehir, Anadolu’ya agilan bir kapi olarak degerlendirilmis siyasi, askeri,

ekonomik ve stratejik bakimdan bir Us haline getirilmistir.

Bu dénemde Sivas sehrinin Kiziirmak’in sel baskinlarindan uzak, ylikselen bir plato sahasi lizerinde ve iki i¢ kale
etrafinda, blyUk bir surla gevrili oldugunu ve sehrin buglinkii bulundugu konuma yakin bir mekanda
kuruldugunu ileri strilmektedir. Yine bazi arastirmacilar, hem Roma hem de Bizans yonetiminde Sivas’in,
bulundugu cografyanin katkisiyla askeri, dini ve sosyoekonomik agidan stratejik bir sehir oldugunu ve dogu-bati
yoniinde gelismeye elverisli bir sehir durumuna getirildigini ifade ederler. Bu durum sehrin kurulus nedenini

acikladigi gibi ¢ok kisa slirede hizla gelismesini de ortaya koymaktadir (Akbulut, 2009, s. 214).
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Romalilar déneminde bu derece 6nem arz eden Sivas’in; siyasi, askeri ve ticari bakimdan gelisme gostermesine
ragmen devamli istilalara maruz kalmasi ve bir iskan sahasi konumunda bulunmasi dolayisiyla o doneme ait ¢cok

az kalinti kalmistir.

Bizans imparatorlugu Doneminde Sivas'ta Sehirlesme

Dogu Roma imparatorlugu déneminde ise Sivas; siyasi, askeri ve ticari &nemini muhafaza etmistir. Ozellikle
sehre stratejik bakimdan deger katan yollarin Romalilardan sonra, Bizanshlar déneminde de kullanimina devam
edilmistir. imparator Justinos M.S. 520 yilinda sehri yeni surlarla tahkim ettirmesine ragmen bu dénemden
sonra Sivas sehri bircok istila ve yikima maruz kalmistir. Sehrin istila ve yikimina neden olan olay ise VII.
yuzyildan itibaren Anadolu’ya yonelik uzun siire devam eden Sasani akinlaridir. Sivas sehri ise bu dénemlerde
hudut bélgesinde bulunmasi dolayisiyla bu akinlar sonucunda Bizanslilar ile Sasaniler (226-652) arasinda zaman
zaman el degistirmis, bu degisimler Sivas sehri dahil tim Anadolu cografyasinin adeta cignenmesine neden
olmustur. Bizans’a yonelik Anadolu cografyasindaki bu akinlar, Sasaniler’den sonra Emevi ve Abbasi devletleri
déneminde de, uzun siireli ve kesintisiz devam etmis; bu cografya sirekli yagmalanmis, yakihp yikilmigtir. Bu
yagma ve yikimlardan diger Anadolu sehirleri gibi Sivas sehri de nasibini almis, insanlarin can ve mal givenligi
tehlikede oldugundan, sehirde kir nifusu tamamen bitmis, sosyal ve ekonomik hayat ise daha glvenilir
konumda yer alan kale sehirlerde yiritiilmeye baslamistir. Sivas sehrinde bu dénemde ticaret, hayvancilik ve
tarim tamamen tikenmis; kirsal nlfus ise eriyerek azalma temayili gostermistir. Yasanilan bu olumsuzluklar,
Sivas sehrinin bu donemde devlet merkezligi rolinden uzaklasarak askeri bakimdan énemli yollarin Gzerinde
bulunmasi dolayisiyla garnizon merkezine déniismesine sebep olmustur. Bu gelismelere bagli olarak Sivas sehri
fiziki yapilanma anlaminda sadece i¢ kaleye hapsolmus 3-4 bin nifuslu bir sehir konumuna dénismdstur.
Yaklasik 300 yil siren bu olaylar sonucunda Sivas’ta kale sehir haricinde kirsalda niifus tamamen tiikenmis, bu
cografya insansiz bolgeye donismiistir. Dogu Roma bu cografyada olusan nifus boslugunu doldurmak igin
basta Ermeniler olmak Uzere, Hristiyanlagsmis Tirklerden Pegenek, Kuman ve Bulgarlari Sivas ve gevresine

yerlestirmistir (Yildirim, 2005, s. 23).

Tiirk islam Devletleri D6nemi Sivas Sehrinin Fiziki Yapilanmasi

Sivas sehri, Merakiim Dagi'nin eteklerinde, Kizilirmak’in sag kiyisindan 2 km uzaklikta ve deniz seviyesinden
1285 metre yukseklikte bir konumda yer almaktadir. Merakiim Yaylasi’'ndan gelen iki akarsu, doguda Mismil
Irmak ile batida Mundar Irmak arasinda kalan alan sehrin asil kurulus sahasini teskil etmektedir (Akbulut, 2009,

s. 217).

Danigmetliler Doneminde Sivas’ta Sehirlesme

Dogu Roma imparatorlugu ile Biiyiik Selcuklu Devleti arasinda yapilan 1071 Malazgirt Savasi’ndan kisa bir siire
sonra 1075 yilinda Turkler Sivas’i fethederek Biiylk Selcuklulara tabi Danisment Devletini kurmuslardir. Bu

dénemde Tiirkler, yeni bir kimlik ile Orta Asya’dan beri sahip olduklari geleneksel sehir kiiltiirlerini, iran’da
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oldugu gibi Anadolu’daki yerli geleneklerle bir arada uygulamislardir. Buna bagli olarak bitkin durumda bulunan
Sivas; konaklama, egitim, ticaret ve dinsel yapisi ile fiziki gériinim olarak islam sehirlerine benzer sekilde hizla
degisim gostermistir. Bu degisimin en belirgin 6rnegi ise sehrin merkezine yapilan Ulu Cami ve bunun

etraflarina insa edilen diger yapilanmalardir.

Tiirkiye Selguklulari D6neminde Sivas’ta Sehirlesme

Danigsmentlerden sonra Sivas, 1175 yilinda Selguklu sultani Il. Kiligarslan tarafindan Tirkiye Selguklu
topraklarina katilmis ve bu dénemde biyik 6lglide imar gérmustir. Romalilar déneminden itibaren var oldugu
bilinen sehir merkezinde bulunan i¢ kale, bu dénemde yeniden tamir edilmistir. Bu kale etrafinda olusturulan
bugilinkii Kaleardi Mahallesi, Kayserikapi tarafindan Kiimbet, Alibaba ve Kepgeli mahallelerine kadar uzanan ve
biylik ol¢lide yikilmis olan dis surlar Selguklular doneminde tekrar insa edilmistir. Sehirde yeni meydanlar,
mahalleler olusturulmus; zaman igerisinde i¢ kalenin disinda, Ulu Camii'nin ¢evresinde ¢arsi ve pazar alanlari
kurulmaya baslanmistir. Boylece Bizans egemenliginde garnizon niteliginde i¢ kaleden ibaret Sivas kenti

Selguklularla beraber surlarindan tasarak agik kent konumuna gelmistir (Akbulut, 2009, s. 214).

Selguklular doneminde yeni yerlesim alanlari olusturulmus, Cayiragzi Mahallesi’'nden baslayarak doguya dogru
Mismil Irmak ile Murdar Irmak’in birlestigi bolgeyi icerisine alacak sekilde buglinki Kepgeli mevkiine kadar sehir
gelismistir. Genisleyerek agik kent konumuna gelen sehrin ikinci surun disinda kalan bolgelerle baglantisi ise
gineyde Kayseri, doguda Tokmak, kuzeyde Yildiz yoninde Selpur kapilariyla saglanarak sehrin o donemki

sinirlari gizilmistir (Akbulut, 2009, s. 214).

Sehrin yaklasan Mogol istilasina karsi koyabilmesi igin, I. Alaeddin Keykubat déneminde 1221 yilinda surlar
tadilattan gegirilmis ve ikinci surun etrafi hendeklerle gevrilmistir. Sehir daire sekline dénistirllerek dairenin
icerisine pasa sarayi, medrese, cami, han, hamam ve Uzeri toprak damli 300 ev yaptirilmistir (Aslanoglu, 1964,

s. 28; Demir, 1996, s.46- 47).

Selguklular déneminde sehrin gelisimi ve biiylimesine bagl olarak gesitli sorunlar da ortaya gikmistir. Ornegin
mahalleler organik bir dizensizlige burinmus, sokaklar dar ve egri, ¢ogunlukla cikmaz sokak niteligine
déniismiistiir. Giivenlik nedeniyle ortaya ¢ikan bu goriintii, ayni zamanda Tiirk-islam sentezini yasayan bir kent

kimliginin de yansimasi olmustur (Demir, 2005, s. 115).

Kuzeyden esen rlizgarlara agik olan sehirde toz ve ilkbahar aylarinda goérilen kirkikindi yagislari sonucunda
yollarda olusan ¢amur ve Kizilirmak’ta meydana gelen taskinlar diger 6nemli sorunlar olarak bilinmektedir

(Yiicel, 2007, s. 16).

Osmanli imparatorlugu Doneminde Sivas’ta Sehirlesme

Sehrin Osmanli Devletine baglanmasi ise 1398’de Anadolu’da siyasi birligin saglanmasi adina yapilan ¢alismalar

sonucunda Yildirm Beyazit doneminde gerceklestirilmistir. Bu doneminde Sivas askeri agidan 6nemini
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korumasina ragmen, Osmanlilarin siyaseten batiya yonelmesi sonucunda politik ve ticari agirlik merkezi Bati

Anadolu’ya kaymis; sehir bu dénemde gerilemeye baslamistir (inalcik, 2003, 5.129).

Selguklular déneminde olusturulan Bezicitarla, Haci Zahid, Kaleardi, Palas, Pulurtepe ve Ulucami gibi eski
mahallelerine ilaveten Osmanli déneminde Agcabdlge, Baldirpazari, Ortiiliipinar, Oglangavus, Carsu, Meydan ve

Agadegirmeni gibi yeni mahalleler olusturulmustur (Akbulut, 2009, s. 215).

XVI. ylzyill sonlarindan XIX. yuzyil ortalarina kadar gecen dénemde sehirde mahalle sayisinda artislar olmus,
ancak nifus ayni paralelde bir yikselis gostermemistir. Sivas’ta 1827 yilinda 3833 hane ve bu hanelerde

gayrimislim ve Misliiman niifusun bir arada yasadigi 59 mahalle bulunmaktaydi (Demirel, 2000, s. 46).

Osmanlinin son déneminde Avrupa’da egitim gérmuis donemin valileri Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanmasina ve
planlanmasina énemli katki saglamiglardir. Bunlardan ismail Hakki Pasa (1880-1882) ile Halil Rifat Pasa (1882—
1885) sehrin gelismesinde iki &nemli karakterdir. ismail Hakki Pasa, sehrin alt yapi sorunlarini gidererek,
sehrinde yol tamirati ve kaldirim sorunlarini giderme islerine 6ncelik vermistir. Sivas’ta su baskinlari sonucunda
insanlarin mal ve can kaybini engellemek icin sehrinden gecen akarsularin kenarlarina setler insa ettirmistir.

(Kuzucu, 2007, s. 340).

1882-1885 vyillarinda Sivas sehrinde valilik yapan Halil Rifat Pasa doneminde bayindirlik ¢calismalarina éncelik
verilmis, o devirde sehre hikimet binasi, okullar, kiglalar gibi yeni yapilar insa ettirilmistir. Ayrica hikimet
binasinin hemen arkasina biyuk bir konak, bir hapishane ve (i¢ adet hastane yapilmistir. Bunlara ilaveten Kemer
mevkiinde yaptirdig un fabrikasinin bitisigine halka agik bir bahge kurdurmustur. Yol yapimina 6nem veren Halil
Rifat Pasa, yizlerce kilometre uzunlugunda yol ve kdprii yaptirarak, Sivas sehrinin yakin ve uzak bolgeler ile
baglantisini saglayan yol glizergahlarini tamamlamistir. Bu yol glizergahlari izerinde Kizilirmak’in her iki yakasini
birbirine baglayan, Bagdat ve Kayseri yollari Gzerinde on beser gozli iki kopri yapilmis, Tokat Gizerinde bulunan
Roma déneminden kalma Uglinci ve on gozlii kopri ise onarilmistir. Bu ¢alismalarin sonucunda kentsel kimligi
ve bulundugu cografyanin sundugu avantajlar nedeniyle Sivas, bu dénemlerde 6nemli bir gelisim imkani

bulmustur (Akbulut, 2009, s. 216).

Sivas, 1922 vyilinda yapilan idari dlizenlemeler sonucunda sancaklarin kaldiriimasiyla Amasya, Tokat,
Sebinkarahisar sancaklari Sivas’tan ayrilmis ve Sivas, mistakil bir il konumuna gelmistir. Bu yeni diizenleme ile
Sivas 28480 km ile 10 ilgesi, 32 bucagl, 26 beldesi, 14 kasabasi, 1281 koyl ve 768 mezrasi ile bir il durumuna
gelmistir (Mutlu, N. Y. 2011.s.24).

Sivas’in Savunma Yapilari

Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanma adina glinimize kadar ulasamayan en biylk eserleri ise sur ve kaleleridir.
Matrakg¢i Nasuh’un minyatirinden, Evliya Celebi’nin tasvirlerinden, Gabriel’in planindan ve arsiv belgelerinden
edinilen bilgilere gore sehrin ¢evresinde daire seklinde, yontma taslardan yapilmis blyiik bir sur vardi. Farkli

kaynaklarda bu surun bes ile alti kapisinin bulundugu belirtilmektedir (Demirel, 2009, s. 278).
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Sivas sehri, Romalilar doneminde yapilan Toprak Tepe merkez olmak Uzere yakin ¢evrede insa edilmis biri i¢
kale digeri ise sehri cevreleyen dis kaleden olusan savunma yapilarina sahip énemli bir sehir konumundaydi.
Sivas, 1175 yilinda Selguklu Sultani Il. Kiligarslan tarafindan Selguklu topraklarina katilmis ve biyuk 6lglide imar
gdrmistir. Sur disi yapilanmalar Tiirk islam devleti désneminde gergeklesmis olup, Toprak Tepesi’ni kusatan i¢
kalenin bulundugu alandan zamanla sehrin bu surlarin disina tagsmasi dolayisiyla bugilinkii Kaleardi Mahallesi,
Kayseri Kapi tarafindan, Kiimbet Mahallesi’'ne oradan Alibaba ve Kepgeli Mahallesi’'ne kadar uzanan alana,

Selguklular déneminde dis sur yapilmistir.

Bu dénemde sehrin Roma déneminde ait yikilan surlari onarilmis ve yaklasan Mogol tehlikesi nedeni ile I.

Aldeddin Keykubat tarafindan 1221 yilinda ikinci surun etrafi hendekle gevrilmistir (Keskin, 2005, s. 21).

Hendeklerle etrafi ¢evrilen bu surlar, yaklasik daire bigimli olup Osmanli donemi boyunca isimlerine rastlanan
ve civar bolgelerle baglantilar saglayan kapilardan sehrin batisinda Kayseri, dogusunda Palos ve Tokmak Kapi,

kuzeyinde Sulpiir ve Cancun Kapisi bulunmaktaydi (Geyikoglu, 2017, s. 262.).

Turk idaresi doneminde Sur icerisinde iki ayri kaleden bahsedilmekte, Evliya Celebi’ye gore yapilan iki kaleden
biri Toprak Tepe Ulzerinde (Yukari Kale), digeri ise kuzeyde Cifte Minareli Medrese’nin bulundugu yerdeydi
(Asagi kale). Yukari Kale’nin kuzeyindeki i¢ kale saray ve yerlesme yerlerini icine aliyordu. Asagi ic kale darissifa,

Gifte Minareli Medrese, Mahmud Pasa Camii bolgesini igerisini almaktaydi (Demirel, 2009, s. 280).

Atesli silahlarin kullaniimasi ile kaleler eski fonksiyonunu yitirmis, Tanzimat’tan sonra Batilasmanin bir uzantisi
olarak sehirlesme adina kaleler bakimsizliga terk edilmistir. Bakimsizliga terkedilen kalelerden biri de Sivas
Kalesi olup bu bakimsizhgin sonucunda goriinti kirliligine neden oldugu gerekgesi ile yikilmaya, yok edilmeye
cahsilmistir. Sivas Kalesi yikilinca burada bulunan taslar yagma edilmis, sokilen taslar ise sehir merkezindeki

basta devlet kurumlari olmak lizere evlerin yapiminda kullaniimistir.

Sivas Sehrinde Yapilan iskén Faaliyetleri

Tirk islam devletleri déneminde Sivas stratejik bir bdlge olarak gériildiiginden burada hakimiyet kuran
devletler sehirde kalici hakimiyet saglamak icin imar ve iskan faaliyetlerine oncelik vermis, sehri askeri agidan
destekleyerek adeta yeni bastan imar etmislerdir. Ozellikle Selguklu ve ilhanli déneminde bélgenin &nemli
sehirlerinden biri haline getirilen Sivas, niifus artisina bagh olarak iskan sur disina tasmis, boylece sehir Toprak
Tepe eteklerinden Kiziirmak’in kollarina dogru yayilmistir. Selguklu donemi Sivas’inda iskan daha ok eski
Toprak Tepe’de bulunan Roma Kalesi ile Kizilirmak arasindaki boélgede genislemis ve bu durum Xlll. ylzyila
kadar sdrmastar. Xlll. ylGzyillda Sivas’in sosyoekonomik yapisindaki gelisim, nifus yapisini olumlu ydnde
etkilemis ve bu donemde, Anadolu’ya yonelik gerceklesen gocler, ticaret yollari lzerinde bulunan Sivas’in
nifusunda 6nemli 6l¢lide artigslara neden olmustur. Bu nifus artislarin en somut gostergesi ise Sivas’ta XIl.
ylizyilda 20-25 bin arasinda degisen niifusun disaridan gelen goglerle birlikte XIIl. ylizyilda 40 bine ulasmis
olmasidir (Demirel, 2009, s. 281).
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Osmanh hakimiyetinde Sehir merkezi Toprak Tepe ile Mundar Irmak arasinda iken iskan daha ¢ok Toprak tepe
ile Mismil Irmak arasinda gelisme gostermistir. Ozellikle bu bélgelerde yer alan mahallelerde, XV. yiizyil

ortalarindan XVI. ylzyil sonlarina kadar hizli bir biyiime gerceklesmistir.

XVI. ylzyil, bir bakima sehrin Osmanli hakimiyetinde sekillendigi ve kismi de olsa eski canliligina kavustugu bir
dénem olmustur. XVII. ylzyilda Simeon ve Evliya Celebi sehir igin iki 5nemli kaynak olup Evliya GCelebi 1648'de
burada kirk mahalle icin 6060 hane sayisini verirse de bunun abartili bir rakam oldugu anlasiimaktadir. XVIIl.
ylzyilin sonlarina dogru sehirde 10 bin hane bulundugu ve bunun iki bininin Ermeni ve Rumlardan olustugu

bilinmektedir (Celebi, 1314).

Sivas sehri hakkinda XVIII. ylizyilin son geyregi ile XIX. yUzyll boyunca énemli bir kaynak grubu olan seriye
sicilleri ayni zamanda mahalle ve nifusun yapisi i¢in son derece kiymetli kaynaklardir. Sicil kayitlarinda 1787
tarihinden itibaren sehirde elli bes mahalle kaydedilir. 1827 ve 1831’de elli dokuz mahalle ve 3600-3800 hane
ile niifusu 20 bin civari oldugu anlasiimaktadir. Ozellikle Sivas, 1854-1856 Kirim Savasi ve 1877-1878 Doksan (g
harbinden sonra Kafkaslardan 11 bin ve Balkanlardan 6 bin civarinda go¢ aldigi bilinmektedir. Bu donemde
Kafkaslardan ve Balkanlardan Anadolu’ya yapilan zorunlu gogleri Osmanli Devleti belirli bir plan dahilinde ve
devlet politikasi olarak gerceklestirmistir. Bu kapsamda Sivas sehri oncelikli olarak degerlendirilmis, sehir
merkezine ve kirsalda bulunan bolgelere 6nemli dlgiide Kafkaslardan ve Balkanlardan gelen gé¢gmen kafileleri
yerlestirilmis, bu durum sehir niifusunda 6nemli dlglide artisa neden olmustur. (Demirel, 2009, s. 282). Nitekim

1903 yili Vilayet Salnamesine gore sehir niifusu 101.148 olarak kayit edilmistir (Ozey, 2003, s. 137).

Sivas Sehrinde Yapilan imar Faaliyetleri

Sivas sehri, Merakiim Dagi’'nin eteklerinde Kizilirmak’in sag kiyisindan 2 km uzaklkta ve deniz seviyesinden 1285
metre yukseklikte bir konumda yer almaktadir. Merakiim Yaylasi ve dagindan gelen iki akarsu, doguda Mismil
Irmak ve batida Tavra Deresi arasinda kalan alan, sehrin asil kurulus sahasini teskil etmis, imar ve iskan sahasi

olan bu bélge sehrin merkezini doguya kaydirmistir.

Sivas fiziki yapilanma adina birbirinden farkl fonksiyonlari icra eden eserler bakimindan ¢ok zengin bir sehir
olup, Osmanlilara ve Oncesine ait ¢cok sayida yapi glinimuizde sehrin tarihi dokusunu aksettirmektedir. Bu
eserlerle ilgili Selguklu ve Osmanli déneminde tesis edilen, sehir merkezine ait 340 civarinda kayith vakif ismi
tespit edilmistir. Cami, mescit, medrese, zaviye, mektep, han, hamam, cesme gibi eserlerle ilgili kurulan
vakiflarin zenginlik acisindan en biyikleri, Selcuklu ve ilhanli devrinde kurulmustur. Sivas sehriyle ilgili
kaynaklarda bazilari Selguklular zamanina ait olmak Uzere ¢ogunlugu Osmanli doneminde yapilmis bulunan

130’a yakin cami ve mescit ismine rastlanmaktadir (Demirel, 2009, s. 281).

Sivas, 1243 yilindaki Késedag Savasi ile Mogol egemenligine girdigi halde bu dénemde dahi giicli bir ekonomik
ve kdltirel birikime sahip oldugu anlasiimaktadir. XlIl. yUzyillin Gglincli ¢eyreginde kentte gorilen imar

faaliyetleri, donemin ne kadar zengin ve canli bir sosyal hayata sahip oldugunun en 6nemli gostergesidir. Bu
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gostergelerin en 6nemli unsurlardan biri de medreselerdir. Sivas’a 1271’de Buruciye, Cifte Minare ve Gok
Medrese gibi bu donemin en gbézde sanat eserleri yapilmis ve Anadolu’nun en dnemli bilim sehirlerinden biri

olmustur (Demirel, 2009, s. 281).

Tirk islam sehirlerinin fiziki gdrinimiiniin sekillenmesinde en belirleyici unsur camilerdir. Bu unsur, dini
fonksiyonlarinin yaninda insanlarin sosyal ve iktisadi hayatinin sekillenmesinde belirleyici bir rol Gslenmektedir.
Bundan dolayi Sivas sehrinin merkezini tim Anadolu kentlerinde oldugu gibi Ulu cami ve yakin cevresi
olusturmustur. Sivas Ulu Cami ¢ok yonli bu islevinden dolayi sehrin merkezi ve kalbinin attigi yer olarak kabul
edildiginden, caminin hemen yanina ve yakinina medreseler, hanlar, hamamlar, kervansaraylar, sifahaneler

yapilmis, ¢arsi ve pazarlar kurularak sehrin fiziki yapisi Ulu Camiye gore sekillenmistir.

Sivas sehrinde iskan sahasi olan mahalleler, diger Anadolu sehirlerde oldugu gibi mahrem kabul edildiginden
sehrin merkezinde bulunan c¢arsi ve pazardan uzak alanlarda kurulmustur. Mahalleler sehir nifusunun
artmasina bagli olarak her milletten ve her sosyal tabakadan insanlarin yasadigi birbirinin devami sekline plansiz
yapilanmalar seklinde olusturulmustur. Olusturulan her mahallelerin merkezine ise sehir merkezlerinde kurulan
camilerin Gslendigi roll gerceklestirecek sekilde mescitler konumlandirilmistir. Mahallelerde bulunan mescitler

esas alinarak etrafindaki diger yapilanmalar mescitlere dogru uzanan dar sokaklar tizerinde gergeklesmistir.

Evliya Celebi, sehri XVII. ylizyilda surlar icinde 4600 evin bulundugu ve mahalle sayisinin 40’a yaklastigi bilgisini
vererek, Sivas’in carsisi, camileri, hanlari, medreseleri, hamamlari ve pazarlarini tasvir etmis ve o dénemin
sosyoekonomik yapisini ortaya koymustur. Sivas’ta sur icinde ve disinda 6060 evden s6z eden seyyah, sur

icindeki evlerin bahgesiz oldugunu ve ¢ok sayida hanin bulundugunu belirtmistir (Akbulut, 2009, s. 216).

Tiirk islam devletlerinde sehirlesmede su konusu dncelikli mesele olarak gériildiigiinden sehirler kurulurken su
kaynaklarinin bol oldugu yerler tercih edilmis ve sehrin merkezi su kaynaklarina gére sekillendirilmistir. Sivas
sehri bu yoniyle zengin su kaynaklarinin bulundugu, Kizilirmak’in sag kiyisindan kurulmustur. Merakiim Yaylasi
ve dagindan gelen iki akarsu, doguda Mismil Irmak ve batida Tavra Deresi sehrin yapilanmasinda belirleyici bir
rol oynamis bu akarsular arasinda kalan alan sehrin kurulus sahasi olarak tercih edilmistir. Sivas sehrinin fiziki
goriintlislinli tamamlayan bir baska unsur ise kaynaklarda ismine rastlanan 100 civarindaki ¢cesmedir. En
meshurlari Kepenek, Bayram Pasa ve Mihrivefa olup hala sehrin gesitli yerlerinde varliklarini siirdirmektedir.
Yine sehirde Osmanli déneminde yaptirilan hamamlardan faaliyetlerini devam ettirenler bulunmaktadir.
Bunlardan XVI. yizyila tarihlenen Meydan Hamami, Kursunlu Hamami ve Eski Pasa Hamami (Hasan Pasa

Hamami) en 6nemlileridir (Demirel, 2009, s. 280).

Sivas’ta Kurulan Carsi ve Pazarlarin Sehirlesmeye Etkisi

Sivas sehri, Xlll. ylzyildan itibaren 6nemli bir kavsak noktasinda bulunmasi dolayisiyla farkli milletlere mensup
tlccarlarin bulundugu ve buradan diinyanin dort bir tarafina kervanlar génderdigi bir ticari merkez konumuna

gelmistir (Akbulut, 2009, s.214).
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Carsi ve pazarlar birbirine benzer yapilanmalar olup Sivas sehir merkezinde iki blylk cadde lzerinde ve bu
caddenin sag ve sol tarafindaki sokaklarda bulunan diikkanlarda yogunlagmistir. Bu dikkanlarda birbirinden
farkli fonksiyonlari icra eden esnaf isletmeleri bulunmakta olup giinimizde de bu iki cadde Sivas merkezi
carsilarini olusturan bir konumda yer almaktadir. Bu caddelerden ilki, sehrin Pasa Kalesi'nin dogusundaki
kapidan baslayan ve Palas Kapisi'nda son bulan Uzuncarsr’dir. ikincisi ise mahalle carsisi olarak bugiin hala
bilinen Ulu Camii’'nin giineyinden baslamak Uzere, kuzeye dogru bedesten ve Subasi Hani’nin batisindan
itibaren Uzuncgars!’'yi dikey olarak kesen caddedir. Pazar yeri olarak genelde mahallelerde bulunan genis alanlar
tercih edilmis, haftanin belirli giinlerinde farkli mahallelerde Pazar yerleri kurulmustur. Mahalle kiiltlri adina

yasatilan bu gelenek gliniimiizde de devam ettirilmektedir (Akbulut, 2009, s.215).

Sivas’ta bu carsi ve pazarlarda ekonomik hayatin vazgecilmez unsuru olan halicilik, dokuma, kuyumculuk,
kirkgllukle ugrasan esnafin oturdugu hanlar sehrin merkezinde yer almaktaydi. Bakkallar, kasaplar, attarlar,
demirciler, iplikgiler, terziler gibi diger ticaret ve sanat mensuplari kendilerine ait ¢arsilarda bulunmaktaydi

(Akbulut, 2009, s. 216).

isimleri bilinen garsilar arasinda Bugday Pazari, Koyun Pazari, Bakkallar Carsisi, Kasaplar Carsisi, Attarlar Carsis,
Sevakin Carsisi, Cirpicilar Carsisi, Ascilar Carsisi, Demirciler Carsisi ve Bicakgilar Carsisi sayilabilir (Akbulut, 2009,
5.216).

Sivas’ta Ticaret Hayatinin Sehirlesmeye Etkisi

Sehirlerin kuruldugu noktalarin yol glizergahlari Gzerinde konumlandirilmasi; sehirlerin fiziki yapilanmasi,
gelismesi ve mekansal varligini devam ettirmesi icin 6nem arz etmektedir. Sivas, Asya ile Avrupa arasindaki ipek
Yolu ve Mezopotamya ile Karadeniz arasindaki ticaret yolu glizergahinda yer alan merkezi bir konumda
bulundugundan, fiziki bakimdan daha da gelisme firsati elde etmistir. Selguklu ve ilhanli devletlerinin
hakimiyetinde bulundugu dénemlerde sehir, kuzey yoniinde Samsun, Sinop ve Kirim’a, dogu yoniinde Tebriz'e
bati yéniinde istanbul ve izmir'e ulasan ticari yollarinin kesistigi bir merkez konumunda bulunmaktaydi. Ayrica
giney istikametinde Diyarbakir ve Bagdat’la gliney yoniinde Kayseri istikametinden Antalya ve Alanya gibi
Akdeniz liman sehirleriyle irtibat halindeydi. Bu irtibat ve ticari yogunluk bir takim ihtiyaclarin giderilmesi adina
fiziki anlamda yollar ve kopriler yapilarak tamamlandi. Sivas, bu yol glizergahlarinda akarsularin bulundugu
yerlere yapilan Egri Képri ile doguda yer alan bolgelere, Yildiz Kopriisi ile batida yer alan bélgelere, Kesik Képri
ile glineyde yer alan bolgelere kara yolu ile kesintisiz baglanti saglamistir. Bu yapilanmalar Cenevizliler gibi
yabancilarin Sivas’ta konsolosluk kurmalariyla da arttirilarak devam etmistir (1300). Bu ylzyilda Sivas’i ziyaret
eden ibni Batuta, Sivas sehrini Anadolu’nun ilhanli hakimiyetindeki en biyiik sehirlerden biri olarak tasvir
etmistir. Sehir ve sehirdeki iktisadi faaliyetlerin hamisi olan ahilerin giici hakkinda ibni Batuta’nin verdigi
onemli bilgiler arsiv kaynaklarinca da teyit edilmektedir. Ayrica Sivas sehri, Osmanl déneminde de Anadolu
sehirleri icerisinde bes ahi zaviyesine sahip nadir merkezlerden biri konumundaydi. Artan ticari canlilik nifusu

da etkileyerek, bu sayede sehir farkh etnik gruplarin iskanina sahne olmustur (Demirel, 2009, s. 282).
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Sivas Sehrinde Konutlasma

Tiirk islam devletlerinde sehirde dokuyu olusturan unsurlarin basinda evler gelmekteydi. Her ev, insa edildigi
parsele, topografi, estetik, manzara, gérinim acisi ve komsu haklarini dikkate alarak kuruluyordu. Sonrasinda
insa edilen her ev, bu dizenleme esasi ile yénlendiginden sokaklarin ve devaminda mahallelerin olusumu

saglaniyordu (Kesik, 2021, s. 473).

Tiirk islam devletleri déneminde Sivas sehrinin fiziki yapilanmasi kapsaminda konutlasma, sehir dokusunu igine
alacak sekilde dis surla i¢ Kale arasinda bulunmaktaydi. Sivas sehrinde sur disi yapilanmalar biiyiik oranda Tiirk
islam devleti déneminde gergeklesmistir. Kurulan mahallelerdeki konutlar genelde birbirine bitisik nizamda
olup meskenlerin ¢ogu siyah kerpigten, Ustleri toprakla ortill, diz damli, hemen tamami bahgeli sekilde
yapilmistir. Sehrin kuruldugu bélgede konum oncelikli olarak distnilmis, yerlesimler ve imar yapilanmalari

gines 1sigindan istifade edecek sekilde giiney cephe olarak planlanmistir.
Sivas Sehrinin Tahrip Edilmesi

Tirk islam devletleri déneminde Sivas’in ilk isgali ve agir sekilde tahribe ugramasi, Tirkiye Selcuklulari ile
Mogollar arasinda yapilan Kdésedag Savasi’'ndan hemen sonra gerceklesmistir. Mogol ordusu 1243 Kosedag
Savasi’ndan galip geldikten sonra Anadolu’da batiya dogru ilerleyerek Sivas onlerine gelmistir. Etrafi surlarla ve
hendeklerle c¢evrili mistahkem bir sehir olan Sivas’in o dénemki niifusunun 100 bin civarinda oldugu ileri
surilmektedir. Kosedag Savasi’ndan sonra Sivas sehrine Selcuklu devleti tarafindan herhangi bir yardim
gelmediginden ve sehirde bulunan askeri kuvvetin sehri savunabilecek yeterlilikte olmadigindan burada
bulunan yoneticiler Mogol Komutani Baycu Noyan’a giderek, bagislanmayi dilemislerdir. Buna karsi Baycu
Noyan, sehrin yagmalanacagini ancak halka zarar verilmeyecegini bildirmistir. Baycu Noyan sodzlini tutmus,
sehir ¢ glin yagmalandiktan sonra, halktan hi¢ kimseye zarar vermeden Mogol ordusu sehirden ayriimistir.
Mogollar, Sivas sehrinde fiziki yapilanmanin énemli unsurlari olan mimari eserlerin ve surlarin bir kismini tahrip
etmiglerdir. Sivas; Erzurum, Kayseri ve Konya gibi diger Anadolu kentlerine nazaran istilayl daha az hasar ve

kayipla atlatmis olsa da sehir eski cazibe merkezi olma 6zelligini kaybetmistir.

Osmanlh Devleti’nin kurulus ve yikselis doneminde gerek siyasi gerekse sosyal ve ekonomik agidan Anadolu’nun
karsilastigl en yikici olay, Timur ile Bayezid arasinda gergeklesen micadeledir. XV. yizyilin basinda yasanan
siyasi olaylarin olumsuz yansimalari diger Anadolu sehirlerde oldugu gibi Sivas’i da etkilemistir. Ozellikle Timur
istilasi sonucunda blyik olclide sosyal, fiziki, demografik ve ekonomik anlamda zarar géren Sivas; nufus
kaybina ugrayarak cami, mescit, zaviye, han, hamam ve kale ile sur gibi benzeri yapilar biyk bir yikima maruz
kalmistir. Bu istila sonucunda Anadolu’da siyasi birligin bozulmasi ile ekonomik ve toplumsal agidan gergeklesen
olumsuz etkilerden bazilari zamanla telafi edilse bile, bilhassa Sivas gibi tahrip edilen sehirlerde birakilan

olumsuz izler hicbir zaman silinememistir (Geyikoglu,2017,s.256).
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SONUC

Sivas’in dogal, begeri, cografi yapisi ile mevki sartlari belirleyici unsurlar olarak sehrin fiziki yapilanmasina tesir
etmistir. Dogal unsur olarak su kaynaklarinin bulundugu, Kizilirmak’in sag kiyisindan kurulmustur. Merakiim
Yaylasi ve dagindan gelen iki akarsu, doguda Mismil Irmak ve batida Tavra Deresi sehrin yapilanmasinda
belirleyici bir rol oynamis, bu akarsular arasinda kalan alan sehrin kurulus sahasini tegkil etmistir. Beseri unsur
olarak ticaret yollunun Sivas’tan gegmesi ve bu sayede birbirinden farkli bolgelerden niifus ¢ekmesi ve bu
nifusun tarihi slreg icerisinde stirekli hareketlilik gdstermesi sehrin fiziki anlamda blylimesine, demografik ve
kalturel birikiminin artmasina katki saglamistir. Bu katkinin bir sonucu olarak sehir, tarihin her déneminde
birbirinden farkh devletlerin ilgisini ¢ekmis ve yerlesmeyi cezbetmis, bu durum sehrin fiziki yapilanmasini

kolaylastirmigtir.

Birbirinden farkl devletlerin egemenliginde sekillenen givenilir ve ideal bir yasam alani olan Sivas sehrinin
dokusu ve fiziki yapisi zaman igerisinde siyasi olaylar, savaslar ve nifus hareketleri sonucunda sirekli degisim

gostermistir.

Etik Metni

“Bu makalede dergi yazim kurallarina, yayin ilkelerine, arastirma ve yayin etigi kurallarina, dergi etik kurallarina
uyulmustur. Makale ile ilgili dogabilecek her tirli ihlallerde sorumluluk yazar(lar)a aittir.” Calisma etik kurul izni

gerektirmeyen bir ¢calismadir.

Yazar(lar)in Katki Orani Beyani: Bu calisma “Baslangi¢ctan Cumhuriyet’e Sivas'in Fiziki Yapilanmasi” adli Yiksek

Lisans dersi kapsaminda olusturulmustur. Birinci yazarin katki orani %50, ikinci yazarin katki orani %50°dir.
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